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xecu tive Vice President, America% Blood 

Blood Centers (ABC) is a ~at~~~~ m&w&c of local y-cQ~trQlled, ~~~-pru~t 
centers that cokct half of the US Mood supp m 

we operate in 45 states and serve more than haIf o 
load Ceg&xs’ total blood c=oIIections exceeded 67 



want to reaffirm their support of FDA as the agency r~s~~ns~bl~ for setting 
guidelines. We strongly disagree with the mare restrictive a~~r~a~h 

American Red Cross because it may reduce the dons base by ~~~~ without the 
prutection. Both the FDA algorithm and the ARC al 

~t~t~sti~~~~y identical ~r~t~~~~~n from theoreticaf risk. The d~ff~r~n~~-a~d it is an i~~~~a~t 
d~~f~r~n~~-~s in the donor loss. 

ABC member centers have embarked on an aggressive donor rec~~~m~n~ effort that we calI 
member ~~~ati~~ Initiative, or MM. We have engaged a marketing ~~nsu~t~ng firm, ~~rf~~~d 

ensive research on donor behavior, and devefoped an adve~~s~ng ~a~~a~~n tfaat is ~;QM being 
~a~n~h~d by the majority of the centers. We have also been placing s~bs~an~~a~ effort to the 
r~~r~~trn~~t of ~~d~v~d~~a~s who donated or a~t~rn~~~d to donate in the days f~~~~~~ng the ~e~t~rnb~~ 

Our success has been at most modest.. of past 
Gulf War and the Oklahoma bombing se ~~d~v~d~als 
to nat~~~a~ emergencies, but rarely become regular blend donors. We are 

ut MDI, and expect that our substantial financial investme t wilf go a Iong way to 
r the expected donor loss cause by the vCXD deferrals. 

od ~va~~ab~l~ty must be rn~nit~r~d~ in arder to assess the health of 
applaud HHS in its effurts to moxzitor the bIood supply in ho 

n order to ~~rnp~~rne~t this effurt, we have ~rnp~~rn~~~ed a syste 
~nituri~g the ~~~~~y .af ABC member centers. We calf it TII~ ~t~~~~gh~~‘. Every rn~~~~g~ trough 

members report the status uf th& ~~v~~t~~~ green, for a three day 
two day supply, and red fur one day sup r less. The resufts are 

gregate results, calculated fur regiuns a ~~~t~ that ma&h those 
osted on our web site. The; system is being te 
next few weeks. essentially, the pubfic, the 

picture if the status of the bXuud s~~~~y bung ABC memb 
C website. It is irnp~~a~t that we monitor the impact of the v 

take action ta change them if the system cannot t&rate the donor loss without 

billy, we ~~~e~d FDA and this ~~~i~e~ in their ef%rts to correlate vCJD deferrals 
with the ~~~~~m~~tat~u~ of nationa olicies on food cuntroIs. L&s MO forget that the 

d ~~~~~~~p~a~ defe is additive. Donors who donate ZHS ~~v~rnb~~ may 
re tint& trip to Europe that prevents them fiorn doBating irk the fol 

ical to increase the spec~~~i~ of the deferrals by Emiti 
during w%lich the theoretical risk is the highest. 

ask that this ~~~i~ee continue to evaluate the ~~t~t~a~ for t~m~ssib~~ity elf vCD by 
~s~~~. We are encouraged by the tack of evidence of ~rnissi~~ as the ~bse~at~~~ 

nded, and by the recently published studies predicting that 
till be small. We are also e~~~~~a~ed by eflorts being 

of pfions in humans. We hape that ~~~de~~~~~ and s~r~~~~~g tests will help 
icaX deferrals with limited s~~~~~~~ty in the foresembfe kture. 

Q 
T you very much for the ~p~o~un~~ to present our point of view. 


